
 
Jessica Ashbridge - Clerk 

Clavering Parish Council 

PO Box 1376 

Cambridge 

CB1 0GS 

 

 

Date: 24
th

 July 2020 
 

RE: REPORT ON THE TREES AT DICK BALL MEADOW AND ONE TREE ON HILL GREEN, 

CLAVERING 

 

As instructed, we have now visited the above site to assess the trees in relation to general health 

and safety and potential to damage nearby structures. 

 

Our survey of the trees and any other factors are of a preliminary nature. We have not taken samples 

for analysis and the trees were not climbed but were inspected from ground level. 

 

The location of the trees is shown on the attached sketch plan which is Appendix 1 to this report. 

 

The assessment was carried out using the following criteria. 

 

Key to Vegetation Survey 

 
Age range Y-Young / EM – Early Mature / M – Mature / FM – Fully Mature / OM – Over Mature 

Condition A – Good / B – Minor Problems / C – Major Problems / D – Dead/Dying/Dangerous 

Height/Crown Spread/Dimensions Approximate Measures 

Ownership (C) Within Clients Land / (3) 3rd Party / (LA) – Local Authority / (U) - Unknown 

Life Expectancy (LE) (S)  Short / (M) Medium / (L) Long – Determined by present condition and suitability to site 

Growth Potential (GP) (L) Low / (M) Medium / (H) High – Determined by existing size of tree & its mature size potential 

 

The trees have been assessed from ground level and the information on them is as follows: 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

1 SALLOW WILLOW M A 13 5 700 N/A LA M M 

Comments: Ivy covered trunk. Some deadwood over path. REMOVE DEADWOOD OVER PATH 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

2 SYCAMORE M A 15 7 720 N/A LA M M 

Comments: 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

3 SYCAMORE M A 11 5 650 N/A LA M M 

Comments: 

 

 

  



Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

4 HAWTHORN M A 7 2.5 250 N/A LA M M 

Comments: Ivy covering the trunk has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive inspection of the 

trunk 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

5 ASH M A 9 5 300 N/A LA M M 

Comments: Ivy covering the trunk has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive inspection of the 

trunk 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

6 PLUM OM B 3 2 200 N/A LA S L 

Comments: Twin stemmed. In decline 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

7 APPLE OM B 3 3 200 N/A LA S L 

Comments: In decline 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

8 PLUM (GREENGAGE?) M B 5 3 200 N/A LA S L 

Comments: In decline with significant deadwood. MONITOR 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

9 BULLACE M B 5 2 N/A N/A LA S L 
Comments: 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To Structure 

(m) 
Ownership LE GP 

10 PEAR FM B 4 3 N/A N/A LA S L 

Comments: 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

11 PLUM EM A 3 3 120 N/A LA M M 

Comments: 

 

Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

12  HIMALAYAN BIRCH Y A 5.5 2 100 N/A LA M M 

Comments: 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

13 OAK M A 16 8 500 N/A LA M M 

Comments:  

 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

14 PLUM EM A 4 3 N/A N/A LA M M 
Comments: 



 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

15 PURPLE PLUM M A 7.5 3.5 150 N/A LA M M 
Comments: 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To Structure 

(m) 
Ownership LE GP 

16 LARCH M A 19 5 500 N/A LA M L 
Comments: 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

17 ASPEN POPLAR EM A 20 4 280 N/A LA M H 

Comments: 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

18 ASPEN POPLAR EM A 20 4 280 N/A LA M H 

Comments: 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

19 COMMON CHERRY M A 20 7 600 N/A LA M L 

Comments: 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

20 COMMON CHERRY M A 20 5 550 N/A LA M L 

Comments: 

 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

21 FIELD MAPLE FM B 18 3 N/A N/A LA M L 

Comments: This tree fell over many years ago, and lies horizontal Its root-plate is on the riverbank and has 

been subjected to erosion 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

22 OAK FM A 15 15 650 N/A LA M L 

Comments: Forks at 1m into 2 stems. One stem leans over the river and the other over the meadow. Ivy 

covering both stems has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive inspection of the trunks. 

Deadwood throughout the crowns 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

23 HAWTHORN M A 9 2 200 N/A LA M L 

Comments: Ivy covering the trunk and crown has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive 

inspection of the tree. 

 



 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

24 FIELD MAPLE M ? 10 2 ? N/A LA ? L 

Comments: Ivy covering the trunk and crown has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive 

inspection of the tree. 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

25 HAZEL M A 5 5 250 N/A LA M L 

Comments: 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

26 SYCAMORE FM A 19 10 750 N/A LA M L 

Comments: Ivy covering the trunk has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive inspection of the 

trunk 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

27 SYCAMORE FM A 19 7 750 N/A LA M L 

Comments: Ivy covering the trunk and crown has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive 

inspection of the tree. 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

28 HAWTHORN M ? 12 3 250 N/A LA M L 

Comments: Ivy covering the trunk and crown has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive 

inspection of the tree. 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

29 HAWTHORN M B N/A N/A 200 N/A LA L L 

Comments: This tree has fallen over, its root-plate is on the riverbank and has been subjected to erosion.  

Ivy covering the trunk and crown has made it impossible to carry out a comprehensive inspection of the tree. 

 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

30 HAWTHORN M B 5 5 300 N/A LA L L 

Comments: This tree leans heavily and has an ivy-covered trunk and crown. This has made it impossible to 

carry out a comprehensive inspection of the tree. 

 

 

 

TREE ON HILL GREEN 

 
Tree No Species Age 

Range 
Cond. Height 

(m) 
Crown 

Spread (m) 
Diameter 

(mm) 
Dist. To 

Structure (m) 
Ownership LE GP 

31 PURPLE PLUM FM B 5 3.5 350 N/A LA L L 

Comments: This tree forks at 1m into two stems. There is significant deadwood and broken branches 

throughout the crown. Central stem is dying back. A poor specimen in poor condition 
 

 

 



 

Conclusions:  

 

Dick Ball Meadow is rectangular in shape, running SW to NE, tapering to the entrance at the 

SW end. It is bounded by a tributary of the river Stort on the NW boundary and Clatterbury 

Lane on the, hedge lined, SE side. This area can be roughly divided into two sections, the 

riverbank area is tree covered and the roadside area is meadow with wildflowers.  

There is a stretched oval pathway cut into the meadow grass which encompasses five 

mature fruit trees, which are in decline. 

Many of the trees in the woodland area are ivy covered and a couple, on the riverbank, have 

collapsed due to soil erosion. 

The general condition of the trees is good, with most of the larger trees away from the path 

and seating area. 

Although ivy inhibits the full inspection of numerous trees, to remove it seems 

inappropriate due to the wildlife nature of the area. 

 

The Purple Plum (31) on Hill Green is a poor specimen and its removal and replacement, 

would be reasonable. 

 

Recommendations for Tree Works: 

 

1) SALLOW WILLOW - REMOVE DEADWOOD OVER PATH 

2) PLUM - MONITOR 

 

Before authorising these, or any other tree works, you should contact your Local Planning Authority 

to ascertain if the tree is the subject of any Tree Preservation Order or if it is within a Conservation 

Area. If either applies, statutory permission is required before any works can take place. 

 

When appointing a Tree Surgeon, please use only properly qualified and experienced companies and 

always check that they carry adequate Public and Products Liability Insurance cover and the relevant 

Employers Liability Insurance.  

A list of approved contractors is available from the Arboricultural Association,  

Tel:- 01794 368717 or visit www.trees.org.uk. 

 

If we can be of further assistance, or should you require further information, please do not hesitate 

to contact us. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

Shane Mangan Tech.Arbor.A 

http://www.trees.org.uk/


 


